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(Excerpts from a graduation speech) My name is Brandon.
I’'m 18 years old and I'm proud to be a graduate of
Foundations High School. During these last four ye ars, |
had some rough times. Getting locked up was a down for
me, but graduating high school is definitely an up. While |
was locked up | started talking with people who wou Id lead
me back to the right track. | started thinking abo  ut doing
something different with my life. And that’'s when | realized
the streets weren't for me. So here | am finishing  high
school with a 3.2 grade point average, the second t op of the
class!

So what does a diploma mean to me? A diploma means that
you succeeded with one goal in your life that your mother
always wanted you to do. But it doesn’t mean that it's

going to be the only goal in your life because you can get
your bachelor’s, your master’s, or your PhD and may be one
day own your own business. Graduating from high sc  hool is
only the start.

I'll be on my way to Montgomery College next year a nd will
be majoring in business management. | don’t know w hat
challenges I'll face next year, but | do know that | can
overcome any obstacles that are in my way.

I've had a lot of people help me, such as my mother who kept
me on the right track, and my sisters and brothers. Thank
you to the Oak Hill staff for keeping me those extr  a three
months until | got it down pat. |thank Ms. Penelo  pe and
Ms. Whitney [Mentoring ToDAY’s co-founders] for bei ng my
support, my left leg, my lean-on-shoulder, to take the time
out of their day to pick me up from school, to take me to
programs, just to talk and see how | was doing. Th ank you
for supporting me.

Dear Readers,

Mentoring ToDAY is
pleased to present the
second edition of our
newsletter! Over the past
year, we've undergone
many exciting changes and
made incredible strides in
serving DC’s youth. First,
we moved our offices to a
new location in historic
Anacostia in Southeast.
We also have a new staff
member, DC native Nikea
Williams. Nikea joined us
this year as our
Development & Outreach
Coordinator and has
tremendously increased
our efforts in recruiting
new mentors and forging
community relationships.
Most importantly, we've
expanded our capacity to
mentor and advocate for
more of our city’s youth
and have also launched a
new family engagement
initiative.

Featured in this edition
are some words from
mentees who have been
released from juvenile
incarceration and are now
living, working, and
excelling in our commu-
nity. We hope this edition
gives you a glimpse into
what our program and par-
ticipants have accom-
plished so far and the new
endeavors that lie ahead.

Penelope Spain
Chief Executive Officer
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Mentee Terrell McDonald speaks at Fair
Chance ceremony.

Mentoring ToDAY Recognized
by Fair Chance

Washington, DC — Mentoring ToDAY
and five other organizations were re-
cently honored at the 2008 Fair Chance
Partner Recognition Ceremony. The
event recognized these organizations
for the capacity-building efforts they
undertook with the guidance of Fair
Chance and for their outstanding
contributions to the DC community.

The evening highlighted Mentoring
ToDAY'’s own Terrell McDonald, who
read his stirring poem, “Can Somebody
Tell Me Why?,” which grapples with
the challenges facing DC youth.

Terrell proudly introduced himself as a
student at the University of the

District of Columbia and expressed
appreciation for Mentoring ToDAY'’s
presence in his life.

“You guys are hands down some
of the best supporters of our kids!
Thanks so much!”

Desiree Mitchell, Community
Resource Coordinator —
DC Department of Youth

Rehabilitation Services

Oct. '07: Moved
into current office
space in Ward 8

Recent Strides!

None of our youth have been
reconvicted after completing 12
months in our program.

2 mentees have enrolled in college
and we hope to enroll a 3 ™ this fall!
77% of our mentees have re-enrolled
in high school ora GED program
upon release.

72% of our mentees have gotten jobs
after their release.

Since July 2006, our mentors have
given 1,076 hours of community
service through Mentoring ToDAY.
Mentoring ToDAY has given over 40
hours of initial and ongoing

training  to each of our mentors.
Our staff has dedicated over 900
hours to advocating for our youth
since 2006.

We prevented 7 re-arrests by
directly helping to extinguish arrest
warrants.

15 families currently participate in
our family engagement initiative.

We have held 11 group events ,
including barbeques, bowling
nights, baseball and basketball
games, laser tag, and go-kart
racing .

Feb. '05: Apr. '06: Moved Aug. '06: Aug. '07: Two
C into first office Received first grant mentees enroll
Incorporated space in Ward 7 in college

Exerpts from Walking Towards My Goal
by Terrell McDonald

Walking towards my goal
Walking towards my goal

And as I'm walking, | get stopped

by people and things that are blocking
my path.

But no matter how hard | try

| can’t seem to get past them.

There are brick walls, wide lakes and
deep seas.

| can’t seem to get over them.

But | know if | put my mind to it, | can
do it.

There’s things like killing while I'm
walking towards my goal.

| stop to see if | want to walk down that
road and | stop and think

“Do | really want to?”

| say to myself, “no” and keep

walking towards my goal.

Walking towards my goal.

. 2 youth in secure juvenile
facilities.

- 10 youth who have transi-

tioned out of Oak Hill and are
living in the DC community.

- 3 youth residing in adult
correctional facilities.

Jul. '08: Youth
continue to reach
for new heights!
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Jan. '06:

Founding reception
raised over $20,000!

July '06: Trained and
matched first mentors
and mentees

Jan. '07: Penelope
& Whitney became
full-time employees

Sep. '07: Served
20 youth so far

| I
Feb. '08: Hired new

staff member, Nikea
Williams
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Special Thanks to Our

Donors

Special Thanks to Our
Community Partners

Mentoring ToDAY heartily thanks the following
individuals, agencies, and foundations that
support our efforts:
The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
The Children’s Fund of Metropolitan
Washington
The Commonweal Foundation Fund of the
Community Foundation for the National
Capital Region
The DC Office of the Deputy Mayor for Public
Safety and Justice, Office of Justice Grants
Administration
The DC Project Safe Neighborhoods Task Force
The Herb Block Foundation
The Hitachi Foundation
The Jovid Foundation
The Moran Family Foundation
The Nurmi Family Foundation
The Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
The Rossetter Foundation
The Sprenger Lang Foundation
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Mentoring ToDAY could not be so effective without t

like to thank the following for their recent contri

he ongoing
pport of individuals and organizations in our com  munity. We would
butions:

for
re for youth

Children’s National Medical Center/Youth Connections
providing prevention services and a continuum of ca
infected with and/or affected by HIV/AIDS.

Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services (DYRS)
hosting Mentoring ToDAY at the Oak Hill Youth Cente
endorsing our program.

DC Alliance for Youth Advocates
programs, and practices that promote and propel you
productive and healthy adulthood.

Fair Chance for supporting our capacity-building and
organizational development efforts.

Free Minds for collaborating on resources for youth in the DC
juvenile and criminal justice systems.

Greater DC Cares  for connecting us to DC’s wide network of caring
and skilled volunteers.

Sidley Austin LLP for providing pro bono legal services.

All our mentors  for their tremendous commitment to our youth!

for
r and

for working to ensure policies,
th into

The Spring Creek Foundation, Inc.
The World Bank Community Connections Fund
And over 100 individual donors!

Since Mentoring ToDAY began in 2006, we have
raised over half a million dollars I Thank you!

A mentoring pair
at a recent bowling
night.

What We Do

Mentoring:

Youth are matched with a
one-on-one volunteer mentor.
The mentor supports the youth
during his stay in the juvenile
facility and throughout his
re-entry into the community.

Family
Engagement:
Behind every mentee
is a family, and
Mentoring ToDAY
strives to incorporate
that family into all of
our services. We
reach out to the
families of our youth
to help caregivers
understand the
re-entry process and
better participate in
their child’s re-entry
services.

Advocacy:

Mentoring ToDAY's staff
attorneys advocate for mentees
to receive the education,
employment, housing, and
mental health services they
need, while also fighting

What You Can Do

Become a Mentor: Mentors volunteer for three
hours per week for one year. Itis a

challenging but highly rewarding experience to
support a young man as he strives to achieve his
dreams!

Make a Financial Donation: Mentoring
ToDAY relies on community support like
yours! Write a check today or visit our
website, www.mentoringtoday.org
donate by credit card.

Collaborate With Us:
You or your organization could link with
Mentoring ToDAY to provide our youth critical

, to

instances of systemic injustice.

supports, such as GED courses, vocational
training, and family counseling.




Our Mission

Mentoring TODAY serves youth who are returning from incarceration and reintegrating into
the Washington, DC, community. We provide them wit  h dedicated mentoring and advocacy
services as they strive to establish safe and fulfi lling lives. The aim of Mentoring ToDAY is
to empower DC'’s at-risk youth to recognize their dr eams and live their aspirations.

Our Vision

Today the youth in Washington, DC’s juvenile justic e system are filled with the courage and
brilliance they need to become tomorrow’s leaders. Mentoring ToDAY envisions the moment
when they recognize and strive to reach this potent ial. Today our youth have a resourceful
and passionate community that can support them ast hey endeavor to achieve their dreams.
Mentoring TODAY envisions a city that stands behind  each youth and believes in the abili-
ties of all. Today each of us has the opportunity to revolutioni ze our future.

Our Goals

Mentoring ToDAY endeavors to reduce the rate at whi  ch our participants return to criminal
behavior. We do this by helping youth increase the ir education and employment levels and
by promoting positive youth development.

Mentoring ToDAY
2309 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20020

www.mentoringtoday.org



